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Nihad G. AlSmairat,PhD. 

Associate prof, Assistant dean for quality and development affairs .
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science- Faculty of Agriculture / TheUniversity of Jordan. 
· Appointment : 75% Teaching, 25% Research.
Research intrested : Postharvest Physiology and Technology of Fresh Fruits.
    (Understanding of postharvest factors that control fruit maturity, ripening, flavor and to overcome fruit export problems ).
Personal information: 
Nationality: Jordanian
Date and place of birth: 11th Sep.1962-Al-Fuhais/Jordan
Gender: Male

Martial status: Married; two daughters and one son.
Academic qualification
2010: Post doctorate, Horticulture/Postharvest- Michigan State University.
2002: Ph.D., Horticulture, The University of Jordan, Jordan. 
1988: M.Sc., Horticulture, The University of Jordan, Jordan. 
1985: B.Sc., Plant Production, The University of Jordan, Jordan 

Experiences:
1985-1986: Assistance in Plant Propagation and Floriculture Lab. Faculty of Agriculture, University of Jordan.
1988-1990: Agricultural Engineering in the Martyr Memorial - Force army, Amman, Jordan.
1990-1992: Private Sector; Fruit Trees Orchards.

1992-1995: Quality Control in Al-Qastal Cold Stores for Fruits and Vegetables / Agricultural Marketing and Processing Company of Jordan, Jordan.
1996:  Fruit Trees Researcher / National Center for Agricultural Research and Technology Transfer  (NCARTT) ,Al-Mushagar Center, Jordan.
1996-1998: Cold Stores Consultant / Private Sector.
1998-2002: Devote Myself to get the PhD degree.
2003-2004: Manager for Agricultural Integrated Input Management Project in the Jordan Valley with the Strategic Studying Center in the University of Jordan.
2004-2007: Team Leader for Technology Transfer Specialists. Horticultural Export Promotion and Technology Transfer Project “HEPTTP” (World Bank), Amman, Jordan.
2008 – June, 2009: Researcher in postharvest, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Jordan .Jordan.
June,2009-2010 :-   Visitor scholar- Post-harvest Lab/ College of Agriculture & Natural Resources/ Horticulture Department / Michigan State University, MI, USA.

June,2010-2011:- Lecturer /Department of Horticulture and Crop Science/Faculty of Agriculture -University of Jordan

Octobar,2011- 2014 :- Assistant prof /Department of Horticulture and Crop Science/Faculty of Agriculture -University of Jordan.

March,2014-Now:- Associate prof /Department of Horticulture and Crop Science/Faculty of Agriculture -University of Jordan.

Training courses:
Feb, 2005: Participated and Coordinated the Induction Training Courses for Technology       Transfer Specialists (TTSs) by VAKAKIS International (Greece) Held in NCARTT in the Following Topics:
· Farm management, economics, marketing, export development strategy.
· Soil and water management, modern vegetable production.

· Fruit production.

· Post-harvest issues. Sorting, Grading, Packing, Cold Chain management and Quality standards. (Beshop, England).
· Extension methods, adult education and group development.

April, 2005: Coordinated the Induction Training Courses for Technology Transfer Specialists (TTSs) Held in NCARTT by National Experts in the Following Topics:

· Integrated pest management.
· Harvest and post- harvest handling technology.

· Marketing and Eurep GAP applications.

· Field applications in vegetable production and soil water management.

May, 2005: Attended the Specialized Training Course on Project Management Held in NCARTT from May28-June 1; 2006 on the Following Knowledge Areas:
· Scope management.
· Time management.

· Cost management.

· Quality management.

· Human resource management.

· Procurement management.
August, 2006: Attended Training Program Entitled Strategic Communications for Extension Agents Implemented by the Academy for Educational Development KAFA’A / USAID Project held in NCARTT.Jordan
June, 2007: Participated in the 29th Annual Post-harvest Technology Course held in UC-Davis, University of California-USA. The main course                    topics: 
· An overview of post harvest biology of horticultural crops, Maturity and maturity indices, quality and safety factors.

·  Harvesting systems, preparation for market, packinghouse facilities and equipment, packaging, containers, unitization, cull utilization, Cooling prior to shipment: methods, evaluation of efficiency, Storage: methods, facilities, equipment, management of environmental conditions including controlled atmospheres, Ethylene, Transport: systems.

· Standardization and inspection, quality evaluation and control; food safety assurance.

· Marketing fresh produce: socioeconomic and environmental considerations.

Publications:
· El-Assi N. and N. Alsmairat .2010. Total Aroma and Other Quality Factors of Hugo Charentias Melons as Affected by Harvest Date and Refrigeration. Inter. J. Botany. 6(1): 21-27.

· Alsmairat N. and N.M. El-Assi. 2010. Changes in Esters, Alcohols and Acetaldehyde in Two Cultivars of Charentais Melon as Influenced by Harvest Date and Storage. Inter. J. Botany.6 (2): 81-88.
· Alsmairat, N; Contreras,C.; Hancock,J.;Callow, P.; and Beaudry,R. 2011. Use of Combinations of Commercially Relevant O2 and CO2 Partial Pressures to Evaluate the Sensitivity of Nine Blueberry Fruit Cultivars to Modified Atmospheres .HortScience.46(1) : 74-79.

· Najib M. ElAssi, Nihad Alsmairat and Nazeer Alhadidi. 2011 Determination of the Optimum Harvest Date for "Magenta" Charentais Melon (Cucumis melo L.) Fruit in Jordan. Jordan Journal of Agriculture Sciences. 7(1):32-42.

· VanNocker,S.;Berry,G.;Najdowski,J.;Michelutti,R.;Luffman,M.;Forsline,P.;  Alsmairat,N.; Beaudry,R.;G.Nair,M. and Ordidge,M. 2012. Genetic diversity of   red-fleshed apples (Malus) . Euphytica. 185 : 281-193.
·  Safwan S., Mohamad S., Rida S., Nihad A., Jamal A., and Muhanad A. 2013       Growth , Nutrient Acquisition, and Physiological Response Of Hydroponic Growth Tomato To Sodium Chloride Salt Induced Stress. J. of Plant Nutrition.36:665-676 .
· Contreras, C. Alsmairat, N.Beaudry,R., 2014. Prestorage conditioning and diphenylamine improve resistance to controlled – Atmosphere – Related injury in 'Honeycrisp' apples . HortScience,49(1):76-81.
·  Alsmairat,N., N.,El-Assi,A.,Alabdallat and G.,Mehyar,2013 . Enhancement of edibility of "Barhi" and "Medjool" Date Palm cultivars at khalal mature stage . Inter. J. Botany. 9(3), 123-132.
· Mansour, A., Al-Bana, L., Salem, N., Alsmairat, N., 2014. Disease Management of organic tomato under greenhouse conditions in the Jordan valley. Crop protection,60,48-55 .

· Mehyar, G., El Assi, N., Alsmairat, N., Holley, R., 2014. Effect of edible coating on fruit maturity and fangal growth on Berhi dates . International J. Food Sci. Tech.49, 2409-2417.
Award / Prize :- 

1) Gold Prize . 2012. "Kinetics of Volatile Synthesis Following Cellular Disruption Associated with Masticated and Cut Fresh Apple Fruit".28th International Horticultural Congress in Lisbon.
2) Distinguished Researcher prize . 2012. Presidency of the University of Jordan
Academic Conferences :-

1) Use of Combinations of Commercially-Relevant O2 and CO2 Partial Pressures to Evaluate the Sensitivity of Nine Highbush Blueberry Cultivars to Modified Atmospheres . ASHS,Amarican Socisty for Horticulural Science. Partecpant. USA .

2) "Kinetics of Volatile Synthesis Following Cellular Disruption Associated with Masticated and Cut Fresh Apple Fruit" . 28th International Horticultural Congress in Lisbon.Poster. Portugal-Lisbon.
3)  XI International controlled and modified atmosphere research conference . June,3-7, 2013 Trani – Italy .  Use of modified atmosphere packaging to measure and model respiration and ethylene production at superatmospheric O2 concentrations. ASHS,Amarican Socisty for Horticulural Science. Partecpant. Italy .

Taught courses:-
· Harvesting, handling and storage of crops

· Fruit trees production

· Practical training in horticulture and field crops/ Fruit trees .

· Principles of plant production 

· Agriculture in Jordan

· Home gardening
Study tour:

· Team leader for13 farmers and exporters to French markets and postharvest facility's from 17 - 24/4/2006.

Workshops:
· Held: “Reality of the Technology Transfer Specialists” in NCARTT, under the supervision of the World Bank; the implementers of the “HEPTTP” funded project, Nov.20, 2006.

· Participated:

· Importance of Farm Contract in Export Development; Afmanina, Nov. 15-17, 2005. Amman.

· Recognizing Importance and Application of Good Agricultural Practices; Alarda market. January19, 2006. 
· Marketing and Cooperative Associations; Youth Library, ALmafrq, June22, 2005.
· Agricultural Investments in Jordan Valley; Hospitability House, Alreweha- Ghor, Oct 3, 2005.
· Contract Farming System, Municipality of Jarash, June 21, 2006.
· Post harvest Techniques for Fruits and Vegetables, Al- Arda market, Alghor, March26, 2006.

· Discussion of the Results of Participating in the French Market Study Tour, JEDCO, June7, 2006.

· Kinetics of Volatile Synthesis Following Cellular Disruption Associated with Masticated and Cut Fresh Apple Fruit (Poster). 28th International Horticultural Congress. Lisbon Congress Center, August 22-27.
· Attended:

1. ISHS international Symposium on Fresh Food Quality Standards “Better Food by Quality and Assurance”, Amman, May 7-11, 2006.

2. Communication Skills. NCARTT,Dec 12-16,2004
3. Traceability Management Tools for Agricultural and Food Product. JEDCO, Dec12,2004
4. Export Varieties and Right Plantation and Harvesting for Okra. Alghor, Dec.8, 2004.
5. Production and Harvesting Methods for Charantaise melon. NCARTT  Nov25,2004
6. Numbering System, Barcodes and Branding, Jordan Numbering Association. June 19, 2005.

7. Growing Flowers in Egypt, NCARTT, Dec 13/2004.

8. National Seminar on Trade and Development, World Trade Organization, 21-22 March 2006. 
9. Estimation of Water Requirements for Vegetable Crops. 8/12/2004.
10. Business Development and Linking of the Private Sector/ NGOs 4/12/2004
11. Grape Maturity Marks.17/4/2004.
12. Watermelon  Maturity Marks 7/6/2004
13. How to Develop Business Plan to Reach Export Markets. 25/9/2005
14. Date Palm Workshop for Jordanian Dates Producer and Marketing Association (JODA). 17/1-17/8/2006
15. Results of Analytical Study for Cut-Flower Sectors in Jordan. 27/2/2006
16. System Development for Organic Farm . Jordan, Amman Nov 26, 2006.
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